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The private sector’s recent forays into space exploration have given rise to new possibilities, including out-of-
this-world funerals. A rocket blasted off from the U.S. on Monday, carrying the ashes of 150 people. Thirty
Japanese were among them. It launched from California, taking a micro satellite into orbit. Onboard, 150
small cubes, each housing someone’s ashes. Their loved ones watched online. The launch was organized by
U.S. start-up Elysium Space. One cube costs about 2,500 dollars. The satellite will stay in orbit for about
four years before turning to ash itself as it re-enters the atmosphere. The launch was the first by Elysium
Space. Previously, another entity launched a rocket carrying people’s cremated remains to space and back.
Looking ahead, there are even plans to send some to the moon.
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