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A Japanese-made humanoid robot spoke to a British Parliamentary committee. It is the first robot to do
so in the parliament’s long history. (Pepper) ”Good morning, chair. Thank you for inviting me.” Pepper,
developed by Japanese telecommunications firm Softbank, is currently based at Middlesex University. It’s
part of a joint Japan-EU research project on robotic technologies to support senior citizens. Pepper gave a
diplomatic answer when asked about the place of artificial intelligence. (Labour MP) "What is the role for
humans in the fourth industrial revolution?” (Pepper) "Robots will have an important role to play. But we
will always need the soft skills that are unique to humans.” The committee offered warm applause for the
robot at the end of the session. (Pepper) ”Thank you very much for an interesting discussion and for the
opportunity to give evidence to the committee today.”
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